
I N T E G R I T Y  W I N S
PLAY FAIR CODE

Annual Repor t

2020



MESSAGES 
AND VOICES 3

During challenging times especially, it is impor-
tant to send positive signals and to champion 
the ideals of integrity and credibility. Not only in 
a general sense, but also in sports! Thanks to 
responsible action and a sustainable strategy 
in the area of prevention, the Play Fair Code has 
provided the Sports Minister with strong and 
reliable support on the issues of match-fixing 
and betting fraud for almost ten years. 

We are therefore working together to create an 
even more effective framework for the future, to 
further develop the Play Fair Code structurally, 
and to establish it formally as a National 
Platform as defined by the Council of Europe 
Convention. This will not only strengthen public 
trust in Austrian sports, but continue to position 
us as a role model on the international stage.

Vice Chancellor and Minister of Sport

Sport is constantly evolving. As a special interest 
group for Austrian sports, Sport Austria constantly 
deals with important issues that affect the future, 
in which ethics and good governance are of central 
importance. Communicating common values and 
protecting our athletes are an essential part of our 
day-to-day business in sports. Prevention is 
therefore critical for achieving a successful future. 

In my role as the new President of Sport Austria,  
I am pleased to work in close partnership with the 
Play Fair Code, which also shared its expertise at 
this year‘s Sport Austria Summit.

The Play Fair Code serves as a role model in the 
prevention of match-fixing and betting fraud, both 
in Europe and worldwide. Due to the growing 
interest in Austrian volleyball and the steady 
growth in betting offerings, the Austrian Volleyball 
Association has decided to broaden its range of 
preventive measures. Through professional advice 
and relevant workshops, we want to make our 
athletes, coaches, referees, and officials aware  
of the dangers of match-fixing. 

We therefore look forward to a successful and 
long-term cooperation with the Play Fair Code.

President Austrian Volleyball Federation

WERNER KOGLER
President Sport Austria

HANS NIESSL GERNOT LEITNER
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President Play Fair Code

Constant progress and progress as a constant

„2020 has been an unusual year in every respect! It has been significantly influenced by the pande-
mic, but this has not held back our progress. Many things have changed and some things have even 
improved. The Play Fair Code continued to grow in 2020. Through our prevention concept, we were 
able to complete a record number of 110 awareness training courses in spite of the coronavirus crisis. 
Special workshop formats have been developed for the new tasks. When it became unavoidable, we 
moved events and meetings to the virtual space or held training courses outdoors. We acquired the 
Austrian Association for Betting and Gambling (OVWG) as well as the betting providers bet-at-home 
and Interwetten as new members. In addition, the Austrian Volleyball Association became the eighth 
association/league and the seventh sporting discipline to join the Play Fair Code. 

2020 also became more female-dominated than ever, not only in terms of our training audiences,  
but also in terms of our Advisory Board. For the first time ever, we trained the teams from the  
Women’s Football League and the Austrian Handball Women’s National Team. And looking towards  
the future, our Advisory Board will not only be enhanced by former Austrian Football Federation  
General Secretary Alfred Ludwig, who will become the new chairman, but also by three top female 
experts from the world of sport.

I hope you find the following pages an enjoyable read!”

We have achieved  
many goals since our 
founding days. Now it’s 
time to look ahead to 
new challenges.

Günter KALTENBRUNNER 

INTRODUCTION

Interactivity has  
been a key focus  

this year: 

Wherever you find  
a QR code on the  
following pages,  

it will lead you to further  
interesting content 

Why not give it a try  
and follow us  
on Instagram?
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PROGRESS AS A CONSTANT. 
THE MORE STAKEHOLDERS INVOLVED, THE MORE EFFECTIVELY  

AND EFFICIENTLY WE CAN DEFINE OUR WORK. 

Our network is growing steadily, and our training activities too.

#NoManipulation

As an integrity platform in sport, the Play Fair Code is particularly committed to promoting  

transparent, exemplary, and responsible behavior and action. It is especially important in times  

of crisis that we adhere to this maxim and try to make a difference. 

OUR MESSAGE 

#NoManipualtion – especially in times of crisis

This is why we created a modified training format, which takes into account the 

special circumstances and essential social distancing measures. This means 

that training sessions can be carried out almost anywhere – including outdoors 

on a pitch if necessary – and without any technical effort.

The many positive responses to the new concept first released in Austria’s Se-

cond Football League in early summer have demonstrated that necessity is the 

mother of invention. It is already clear that this new training format will not only 

continue on way past the crisis, but that it will become a much more integral 

part of the Play Fair Code awareness raising portfolio.

In addition, our prevention strategy currently applies to our core areas of 

engagement – match-fixing and betting fraud – as well as our efforts to prevent 

Covid-19 infections among our lecturers and target audiences. The internal 

Play Fair Code Covid-19 prevention concept therefore ensures that all lecturers 

receive regular PCR testing immediately before training sessions.

Indoor workshops only take place in sufficiently large and well-ventilated 

rooms with adequate seating distances. If these requirements cannot be met, 

activities are moved outdoors. In addition, platform-independent online versi-

ons have been developed, particularly for university courses and international 

lectures.

All preventive measures are constantly evaluated and optimized in order to 

guarantee the most unrestricted training possible. It is a fact that the risk of 

match-fixing and betting fraud increases in times of crisis. It is important that 

we are well prepared to resist the possibility in a responsible way.
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The Austrian Volleyball Federation becomes a new member of the Play Fair Code

MEMBERSHIP

Using prevention to deal with suspected cases

Football, basketball, tennis, ice hockey, skiing, handball – and now volleyball: 

the range of Austrian sports associations and leagues working closely with the 

Play Fair Code is steadily growing. “Volleyball Austria sees itself as a progressive, 

modern institution that is a pioneer on many levels – especially when it comes 

to good governance,” Gernot Leitner, President of the Austrian Volleyball Asso-

ciation (ÖVV), explains. “We have already consulted with the Play Fair Code in 

recent years, and now there is an official partnership, which I am very excited 

about.” 

And this partnership makes a great deal of sense. Over the last two years, 

there have been irregularities in the betting odds for volleyball games a few 

times. President Gernot Leitner explains that this has also applied to beach 

volleyball. “A range of prevention workshops are therefore long overdue in order 

to sensitize our athletes, coaches, and officials towards what needs to be done 

if someone approaches you with these kinds of intentions.”

“We are very pleased to be working with a seventh sporting discipline now,”  

says Günter Kaltenbrunner. Naturally, it is a mandate and obligation to train 

clubs and players and to bring them closer to the DOs and DONTs of betting 

fraud and match-fixing. “Anyone who knows the sport and its players has a 

competitive advantage when it comes to betting.” This is something that  

Gernot Leitner and Günter Kaltenbrunner are unanimous about.

However, many people are so far unaware of issues such as the ban on betting 

on competitions you are involved in yourself and the obligation to immediately 

report anyone who approaches you with a request to manipulate competitions. 

Preventive measures and rules of conduct aim to keep Austrian volleyball clean.

The introduction to the athlete training sessions is supported by beach vol-

leyballers Clemens Doppler and Alexander Horst. The two sports legends and 

multiple Olympians act as role models and present video messages  

which explain the situation from their perspective.
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Personnel changes at the Play Fair Code 

TEAM NEWS

A warm welcome to a new colleague

The Play Fair Code team has been enhanced by the appointment of 

Sönke Niklas in November 2019.

Sönke Niklas is a graduate of the Sports Management Academy of the 

Austrian Bundesliga. Before joining the Play Fair Code, he worked as the 

General Manager of Second Division football club SV Horn for several 

years. He also gained further professional experience as General Secre-

tary of the PGA of Austria (Professional Golfers Association of Austria). 

We wish you a warm welcome to the team.

Women – real power rather than a token gesture

The Play Fair Code welcomes new experts to its Advisory Board: 

Barbara Spindler-Oswald, MBA. 

Head of International Department at the Federal Ministry for Arts,  

Culture, the Civil Service and Sport 

Raffaela Zillner, LL.M.  

General Secretary of the Austrian Association for Betting and Gambling 

(OVWG) 

Christina Toth, MSc. 

Lawyer, expert in Austrian sports law and former president of the Austrian 

Tennis Federation

Günter Kaltenbrunner: “By welcoming such high-quality experts,  

we are gaining valuable expertise for the Play Fair Code!”

New Experts

I N T E G R I T Y  W I N S
PLAY FAIR CODE

AVF – Women’s National Team Alexander Horst, Severin Moritzer and Clemens Doppler

Sönke Niklas
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I N T E G R I T Y  W I N S
PLAY FAIR CODE

MEMBERS SPORTS ORGANISATIONS & 
INSTITUTIONS

BETTING INDUSTRYSPONSORS & PARTNERS

Raffaela Zillner
Secretary General of the OVWG

As a member of the Play Fair Code, we will  
strive to achieve manipulation-free compe- 

titions even more consistently and  
sustainably in the future.

As one of the most visible partners in the world  
of sports in Austria, sport plays an essential role in our  
private and professional lives. It is therefore in our own  

interests to work with the Play Fair Code to protect  
sport from manipulation and betting fraud in a  

sustainable and consistent way.

Claus Retschitzegger
Legal Counsel & Group Spokesman  

bet-at-home

We are very pleased that the OVWG  
has joined the Play Fair Code. This means we  
now have another important interest group  

for sports betting providers on board.

Severin Moritzer 
CEO Play Fair Code

Stefan Sulzbacher
Speaker of the Board at Interwetten

For 30 years, player protection, integrity, and  
trustworthiness have been top priorities for Interwetten.  
Supporting the Play Fair Code is an important element  

to help protect sports. We are proud to be part of it  
and look forward to being involved in  

joint projects.

We are very pleased to welcome bet-at-home  
and Interwetten as new members of the Play Fair  
Code. The fact that another two of the big betting  

providers are supporting us once again shows  
how highly valued our work is inside  

the industry.

Günter Kaltenbrunner
President Play Fair Code



RECORD YEAR DESPITE UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES. 
EVEN THE LOCKDOWNS COULD NOT HAMPER  

A RECORD YEAR OF TRAINING. 

New workshops formats safeguard taining operations.

Face-to-face workshops with personal contact and facilitating direct exchange between participants remain decisive factors.  

However, we quickly developed creative new formats that can ensure our training operations continue in times of crisis.
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National

90 WORKSHOPS 
in Austria

5x  
Handball

9x  
Basketball73x  

Football

1x  
Tennis

1x  
Ski

FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

■	Vorarlberg Football Association

■	Third League – Eastern Division

■	Third League – Central Division

■	Third League – Western Division

■	Planet Pure   
 Women’s National League

■	Austrian Football Academies 

■	Second League 

■	Federal Sports Academy Austria (BSPA) /  
 coach education (AFA)

■	bet-at-home  
 Basketball Super  
 League

HANDBALL

■	 spusu Challenge

■	Women’s Handball Austria

■	Women’s National Team

■	National Youth Team Under 20

■	National Youth Team Under 18

SKI

■	ASF  
 registered athletes

TENNIS

■	Admiral Austrian Tennis   
 Championships ATF

ONLINE WORKSHOPS

■	Sport Austria Summit

1x  
Online
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7

650+ 
workshops

18.000+ 
participants

8 YEARS 
OF TRAINING

disciplines

1 2
3

4
CONTACT OFFER

ACCEPTANCE

DELIVERY

DO NOT FIX.

DO NOT BET.

 REPORT.

 SMART WITH INSIDE INFORMATION.

1

2

3

4

CRIMINAL LAW 
(FRAUD)

LABOUR LAW 
(DISMISSAL)

SPORT FEDERATION LAW 
(SUSPENSION & PENALTIES)

FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES 
(LITIGATION COSTS, INCOME)

SOCIAL REPUTATION

§

€

ERKENNEN
RECOGNIZE

WIDERSTEHEN
RESIST

BERICHTEN
REPORT

JOIN A 
WORKSHOP?

Steps Into Manipulation... Rules

Consequences The 3 R‘s



“It is an inherent part of prevention measures that they must never be stopped,” 

explains Severin Moritzer, referring to the integrity workshops which were run for 

the (three-pronged) Austrian third football league. 

Following visits and training sessions at Third League – Eastern Division clubs in 

the previous year, efforts in 2020 focused on the Central Division and the Wes-

tern Division. This was the second round of training sessions. By mid-October, 

all 16 clubs in the Central Division have been educated about the risks and 

challenges relating to betting issues and match-fixing. All the teams from 

Salzburg and Tyrol in the Western Division are up to date with their training. The 

schedule in Vorarlberg was tight due to the pandemic, so the last remaining 

sessions with the “Ländle” clubs will be postponed until early 2021.

“The content was extremely interesting and informative,” commented Juan 

Bohensky, Chairman of FC Wels. “And we will continue to focus on the issue of 

integrity in sport.” Georg “Gogo” Saringer, coach at SC Schwaz, agrees and adds, 

“Thanks for a lively workshop! Markus Sukdolak from the Play Fair Code gave a 

clear and simple presentation, which explained this complex subject in a 

plausible way.” The Play Fair Code gladly reciprocated the thanks and praise: 

“We are pleased that all participants worked with so much dedication on our 

issues. This creates real added value,” commented Markus Sukdolak. This is of 

special importance in a league that serves as an interface between grassroots 

and professional sport.

Football Academies

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR

The youngsters from the national youth teams represent the highest ranks of their sport, having moved 

away from their original grassroots level. That is why Play Fair Code training sessions for the Austrian 

Football Academies are of special importance. Five years ago, talented players from the Under 16 

and Under 18 age groups were educated about match-fixing for the first time. Now in 2020, a second 

round of training sessions was scheduled for a new generation of stars. “When trying to achieve a  

holistic approach to education, aspects such as ethical behavior, integrity, and proper knowledge of 

the potential dangers during a young career are essential,” explains Günter Kaltenbrunner. “The acade-

mies are fundamental in terms of developing both the athlete’s performance and their character. These 

youngsters will be the next generation to play in the topflight leagues in the near future. The very best 

of them will make it abroad and into the national team. It is therefore clear that the Play Fair Code 

must focus on them especially,” adds Severin Moritzer. 

SC Schwaz

Third leagues

Red Bull Academy
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Along with the long-awaited return of the Second Austrian Football League, the 

Play Fair Code training department was also back in action. The special situation 

in the domestic second division provided a good reason for a quick refresher 

module with the 16 clubs of the Second League. 

Teams, players, league rankings, and points remained the same as before the 

break, except the overall situation changed significantly because the season in 

the third and lower leagues had been canceled. As it was unlikely that any teams 

would be promoted from the third leagues, the Second League season ended 

without any relegations. The fight for promotion to the First League (Bundesliga) 

ended up being a competition between two clubs only. For the rest of the league, 

sporting battles were rather thin on the ground. To protect and educate both 

players and clubs, the Play Fair Code and the Austrian Football League agreed to 

launch an awareness raising update for the Second League teams at very short 

notice. All of the 16 teams between Lafnitz and Lustenau and between Klagenfurt 

and Ried were visited at record speed and within a period of 11 days, they 

received training using a newly developed workshop format. The workshop was 

naturally carried out in accordance with coronavirus safety measures.

Special thanks go to the Austrian League for their support and to the coaches, 

club managers and team managers for making it so quick and easy to schedule 

the sessions.

Football – Covid Tour 2019

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR

Young Violets Austria Vienna

Focus on integrity at the Federal Sports 
Academy Austria (BSPA) – coach training 

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR/ONLINE

As a longstanding partner of the Austrian Football Association (AFA) 

and UEFA, the Play Fair Code has already trained thousands of football 

players and their entourages in club and national team workshops to 

give them an understanding of the risks and dangers of match-fixing and 

betting fraud. It is therefore understandable that the next logical step 

should be to work together with the AFA and the Federal Sports Academy 

Austria (BSPA) to integrate the issue of competition integrity into coach 

education in the future.

For the first time, the Play Fair Code was integrated into this year’s two 

“A-Diploma” coaches’ courses with one lecture in each unit. The commit-

ment, attention, and interest of the future A-Diploma coaches, among 

them many well-known names from Austrian football, were high in the 

classroom situation and during the online webinar. The lively exchange 

between the participants also opened up exciting new insights for the 

Play Fair Code.

Many thanks go to the heads of departments for implementing the 

coaches’ advanced training courses within the association and special 

thanks also go to Franz Ponweiser and Oliver Lederer for organizing the 

training so seamlessly.

UEFA A-Diploma Course
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FC Wacker InnsbruckSK Sturm Graz

FC Bergheim

SKN St. Pölten

“The prevention workshops provided by the Play Fair Code are very important for 

players and clubs when viewed within the context of continuing to develop and 

professionalize the Planet Pure Women’s Bundesliga. The workshops showed how 

seriously the issue should be taken in women’s football. As a national team player 

and team captain of SKN St. Pölten, I feel it is my duty to protect the league and 

women’s football together with my colleagues on and off the pitch.”

Jasmin Eder 
National team player and  
captain of SKN St. Pölten

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR

Risks are everywhere, including the world of women’s football

At the FIFA Women’s World Cup in France last year, the New York Times publis-

hed a noteworthy article about the subject of match-fixing and concluded that 

women’s football is not immune to criminal schemes either. During the World 

Cup itself, millions and millions of dollars were wagered. In Spain, criminals 

were arrested who had planned to manipulate games. And in Belgium, three 

female players from the Under 16 national team were actually approached and 

asked to “fix” a match for 50,000 euro. And this was 50,000 each player!

The Play Fair Code has been active in raising awareness in women’s football 

among national teams and at UEFA level for many years. For the first time this 

year, a newly developed module was launched and rolled out in the Planet 

Pure Women’s Bundesliga, which then became an integral part of the training 

agenda going forward.  

According to Severin Moritzer, “We managed to conduct the training sessions 

with most of the teams during the summer, taking into account the appropriate 

safety measures. It was important for us that as many teams as possible knew 

about how match-fixing takes place before the start of the new season, and 

above all that all players have an emergency plan: What to do if I receive an 

offer, who to inform and how?“ 

„What makes us really happy is the active, constructive, and uncomplicated 

partnership we have had with the clubs. Despite these challenging times, coor-

dinating the training sessions was not a problem at all, which is a crystal-clear 

sign of how serious the Austrian Football Association is about integrity in sport.”

FIRST ROUND

Isabel Hochstöger,  
Head of Girls’ and Women’s Football  
at the AFA

EDUCATION  
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“Thank you for providing us with the integrity training. I think the lecture was a new 

but very educational experience for most of us. You showed us how quickly you 

can get involved in match-fixing and how serious the consequences can be. It was 

very important to find out that this can happen in our league as well (even if it is 

difficult for everyone to imagine). Thanks to Markus for joining us.”

Team  
FC Bergheim



Basketball pros receive more training

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR

Prevention is the key to combatting match-fixing, but it is not a magic wand.  

“As much as there is awareness raising and warnings, there is no guarantee  

at all that things can and are still happening,” states Günter Kaltenbrunner. 

“That is why we have to keep on working and spreading our messages and  

our knowledge.”

Due to other sporting and non-sporting events in the course of the year, it  

is hard to believe that the betting fraud scheme involving players from the  

Super League basketball club UBSC Graz was actually uncovered less than  

a year ago. In late January, five athletes were temporarily arrested and  

awaited charges of serious commercial fraud.

The Play Fair Code responded immediately. Even though all the basketball  

clubs in the top league were visited in 2018, a second round was organized 

this year in close partnership with the league. The kick-off workshop in Graz  

was held just before the lockdown in March, and all other clubs followed in 

September and October. Another training module in the Second League will 

follow in early 2021

“Regardless of what the investigations in the Graz  

case will reveal, it was extremely important to  

respond immediately and decisively before the  

start of the new season. We fundamentally believe  

in the good in sport. But we are not naive either.  

As I said earlier, prevention is key but not a magic  

wand,” says Severin Moritzer. 

SECOND ROUND

D.C. Timberwolves Traiskirchen Lions
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Elite handball  

TRAINING CAMP

Training national teams is always a highlight. During this autumn, we  

met the women’s national team and various junior national teams and  

provided these elite players with an integrity update.

Women‘s National Team 

National Youth Team Under 20

Online workshop for ASF  
registered athletes 

BENCHMARK FOR SKI YOUNGSTERS

The Play Fair Code and good governance:  
a lived reality     

SPORT AUSTRIA – SUMMIT

For the ski stars of tomorrow, part of being inducted into the world of the 

FIS World Cup involves taking part in an annual Play Fair Code workshop on 

integrity, competition manipulation, and betting fraud. The training was held 

this year as a virtual course. 

Severin Moritzer was keen to extend, “A big thank you to our faithful partner 

ASF, which views our workshops as an important standard for top athletes.”

“Risks and opportunities – association management of the future” was the 

headline at this year’s “Sport Austria Summit” experts’ conference, which  

was streamed live from the House of Sports in Vienna due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. As part of the expert conference, the focus this year was on ethics 

and good governance in sport. Four specific fields of activity were examined  

in more detail, namely anti-doping, prevention of sexual violence, green  

events, as well as match-fixing and betting fraud.

This last topic was presented by Severin Moritzer from the Play Fair Code  

and Andreas Baumgartner, acting Integrity Officer of the Austrian Football 

Association.

“In the field of match-fixing and betting fraud, good governance is a living  

reality in our work with our partner associations,” explains Severin Moritzer.  

And most importantly, the feedback from this event will then be fed back  

and incorporated into the Sport Austria Good Governance Code from which 

specific conduct guidelines will be derived.
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EXPERTISE IN DEMAND WORLDWIDE. 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN TRAINING SETS  

A STANDARD AROUND THE WORLD. 

The Play Fair Code’s wealth of experience gained through many years of training provision  

has also been used abroad for many years.
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International

LAUSANNE/ST. MORITZ 
Winter Youth Olympic Games

NYON 
UEFA FIP Winter School

BUCHAREST 
Erasmus+ Project SEE-I

GHENT 
Erasmus+ Project EPOSM

03

02

01

04

In-Person Meetings 

10

09 LAUSANNE 
Online – IOC – Believe in Sport

LAUSANNE 
Online – IOC - Second Advanced  
NOCs Virtual Training on the  
Prevention of the Manipulation  
of Competitions

Online Meetings

07

06

05 COLOGNE  
Online – Erasmus+ Project EPOSM

VIENNA 
Online – Erasmus+ Project EPOSM

VIENNA 
Online – Erasmus+ Project SEE - I

VIENNA 
Online – EHF Master Coach Course

08

online scope

06/07/08
 Vienna

09/10
  Lausanne

Germany

Switzerland

Belgium

01 Lausanne 
02 Nyon

AUSTRIA

Romania

05 Cologne

Estonia

Latvia

England

France

Italy

Slovenia

Hungary

Croatia

Bulgaria

Serbia

Northern Macedonia

Greece

USA

Russia

Korea

Mexico

Cyprus

Ecuador

04 Ghent

03 Bucharest

Netherlands



Three joint projects were implemented this year as part of the longstanding 

partnership between the Play Fair Code and the IOC.

From January 9 to 22, 2020, the Third Youth Olympic Games took place in  

St. Moritz and Lausanne, where 1,880 young athletes between the ages of  

15 and 18 competed for medals.

Severin Moritzer and Julia Klaming, former athlete from the Austria Skiing Fe-

deration and now a trainee lawyer at a law firm specializing in sports law, were 

invited to take part as expert volunteers at the Olympic Village in St. Moritz. They 

worked side by side with the IOC representatives in order to help educate the 

young athletes on the importance of clean and manipulation-free sport.

This initiative was part of the “Believe in Sport” campaign launched by the IOC 

during the Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires in 2018. “Believe in Sport” 

was developed with the support of experts from the Play Fair Code and aims  

to use interactive tools to raise awareness of the dangers of competition  

manipulation and betting fraud among young athletes at an early stage.

The Play Fair Code‘s involvement in a „Believe in Sport“ Ambassadors Meeting  

this August therefore absolutely makes sense. The Meeting, which was held 

online due to the coronavirus, was attended by 22 new IOC ambassadors  

from all over the world. Strategies and daily work in prevention were the focus 

of discussions.

Thirdly – as things usually seem to go in threes – the Play Fair Code was  

represented by Severin Moritzer, who was invited to be an expert speaker at  

the Second Advanced NOCs Virtual Training. 70 attendees from around 30 

National Olympic Committees, and National Platforms from five continents, 

were present at the meeting.

„We are now at the stage of a very established partnership with our friends at 

the IOC. It is a sign of high esteem that we can work directly with the young 

athletes at the Youth Olympic Games 2020 in St. Moritz and, on the other hand, 

to contribute to two international top-class events as speakers.” Severin Moritzer 

adds with a smile, “Even though ‘Taking part is everything!’ corresponds to the 

Olympic idea, the Play Fair Code has been much more at the center of the 

international stage for many years. This means we are now doing much more 

than just taking part.”

Partnership with the IOC

PLAY FAIR CODE ON TOUR

Once again, the Play Fair Code was invited to partner with UEFA for 

educational reasons. This time to bring its expertise to the UEFA Academy 

Football Integrity Program. The convention involved a number of prominent 

members of staff and was held between January 27 and 31 at the UEFA 

headquarters in Nyon. 

Severin Moritzer was a panelist at the Education & Prevention Roundtable. 

He was involved in discussions on the significance of preventive training 

measures in the international anti-match-fixing efforts, together with Roy 

Vermeer (FIFPro), Daan de Jong (ECA), Miguel Maduro (European Universi-

ty Institute), and Samir Arab (football player, Malta). 

Legal experts from FIFPro (the worldwide representative organization for 

professional football players) as well as the ECA (the body which repre-

sents the interests of professional European football clubs), the former 

Advocate General at the European Court of Justice, and the Maltese foot-

ball pro Samir Arab, who recently completed a long-time ban for breaches 

against the Code of Ethics (failure to report), agreed with the Play Fair 

Code that face-to-face contact with players combined with an interactive 

and highly practice-based training approach is the most valuable way to 

raise awareness and to communicate the importance of recommended 

behavioral approaches.

Integrity workshop 2.0 – virtual seminar for 
the German Sport University 

NEW FORMAT – ONLINE TRAINING

At the invitation of the German Sport University, Play Fair Code CEO Severin 

Moritzer was expected to host a “Sports Integrity” class as part of the 

University’s Sports Management Master’s program in Cologne this April.  

However, because the coronavirus crisis made regular face-to-face lectures  

impossible, both the Sport University and the Play Fair Code entered new 

territory and decided to hold the event in a “digital classroom”. 

Severin Moritzer finally welcomed 30 international students from Germany, the 

USA, Bulgaria, Korea, England, Russia, Mexico, Cyprus, and Ecuador to attend 

his online course.
UEFA Winter School

PLAY FAIR CODE ON THE PODIUM
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Severin Moritzer, Laura Schoch (Project Coordinator - Olympic Movement Unit  
on the Prevention of the Manipulation of Competitions) and Julia Klaming

UEFA FIP Winter School

Integrity workshop 2.0 –  
virtual seminar for the EHF

At the invitation of the European Handball Federation (EHF), the Play Fair Code 

made an expert contribution during an online workshop as part of the second 

module of the current EHF Master Coach course. 

The EHF Master Coach/Pro license is the highest educational level that hand-

ball coaches can achieve in Europe. It entitles the holder to train clubs and 

national teams on an EHF competitions level.

Almost 40 participants from 15 different countries, including several former 

professionals from top leagues and acting national coaches, were provided 

with training on the relevant EHF Legal Regulations and the EHF Code of 

Conduct. The content of these regulations was explained carefully in order to 

highlight the different types of disciplinary consequences that can result from 

match-fixing and betting fraud.

Many thanks to Beata Kozlowska and Lars Erichsen from the EHF for organizing 

the event and providing technical support.
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This is the fifth Erasmus+ project in which the Play Fair Code is involved as 

an expert partner. The “Evidence-based Prevention of Sporting-related Match-

Fixing” project, EPOSM for short, officially started with a kick-off meeting in 

Ghent early 2020. 

The data collection project phase has already been completed successfully. 

Over a period of six months, an online questionnaire focusing on „Sports 

Related Manipulation“ was carried out in seven European countries. More than 

5,000 people from the sports industry completed the survey and thus provided 

a profound data basis for further project work, which in this form was collected 

for the very first time.

In an upcoming step, tailor-made national action plans for the fight against 

corruption in sport will be developed for all participating countries at the 

beginning of 2021.

The EPOSM project is an Erasmus+ Collaborative partnership in the field of 

sport, co-funded by the European Union, between academic and on-the-field 

organizations.The project team consists of: Ghent University (coordinating  

organisation), Utrecht University, The French Institute for International and 

Strategic Affairs (IRIS), Play Fair Code, Croatian Olympic Committee, Lausanne 

University, Loughborough University, Panathlon International, International 

Centre Ethics in Sport (ICES), Counter Sport Corruption Foundation for Sport 

Integrity (CSCF) and the Council of Europe (associated partner organisation).

The project will last two years and aims to particularly raise knowledge and 

awareness about (sometimes neglected) sporting-related match-fixing with  

a focus on various sports disciplines including football, tennis, basketball,  

and handball.

Throughout the project, the results will be disseminated through various  

channels, and at the end of the project, there will be an international  

multiplier event. 

EPOSM 

NEW ERASMUS+ PROJECT

At the end of February 2020, another Erasmus+ project kicked off in Bucharest 

and was supported by the Play Fair Code. Launched under the banner “SEE 

Countries for the Integrity of Football Clubs (SEE-I)”, the project points the 

spotlight at the issue of sports integrity, with a special focus on professional 

and semi-professional football in countries in the south-east of Europe.

Shortly before the coronavirus pandemic put the brakes on everybody’s usual 

work routines, Play Fair Code CEO Severin Moritzer participated in the SEE-I 

project‘s kick-off-meeting in Bucharest, together with representatives from the 

project’s coordinating organization, the National University of Physical Education 

and Sports Bucharest (Romania) as well as officials from the Aristotle University 

of Thessaloniki (Greece), the National Sports Academy Vasil Levski (Sofia, 

Bulgaria), Fair Play Code Hellas (Athens, Greece), the Institute of International 

Strategic Relations (Paris, France), and the Romanian Football Federation. The 

objectives of this very first project meeting included: discussing the working 

methodology to be used; reviewing a detailed work plan and schedule for all 

project activities; assigning tasks and setting performance deadlines; setting 

guidelines and preparing the communications plan in detail.

The SEE-I project intends to take a fresh look at sports integrity and governance 

and focuses on professional and semi-professional football clubs. Considering 

the exploratory, multidisciplinary and complex nature of the subject, the project 

will generate specialized knowledge and create more coherent and adapted 

exchanges between participants, and awareness raising programs. As the issues 

under consideration might concern all European countries, the results of the 

project will be communicated widely.

SEE-I 

NEW ERASMUS+ PROJECT

AMFIX

ERASMUS+ PROJECT CROSSING THE FINISHLINE

The Erasmus+ project “Against Match Fixing”, or AMFIX for short, is 

entering the home straight. Based on the results produced by the 

research and legal teams, the education team developed an online 

prevention training tool that is available in numerous languages. 

The communication and implementation of these virtual workshops 

in winter 2020 and spring 2021 form the final project phase of 

AMFIX.

AGAINST 
MATCH
FIXING 

Kick-Off Meeting Erasmus+ Project EPSOM 

Campaign theme Erasmus+ Project AMFIX



MEDIA PRESENCE IN AN ANNUAL RETROSPECTIVE. 
HEADLINES APART FROM  

PANDEMIC AND LOCKDOWNS. 

A potpourri of what could be read about match-fixing and betting fraud online and printed in 2020.
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